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As a traveling performer she has entertained on the Opry 

stages of Oklahoma as well as Arizona, California, Iowa, 

Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Mon-

tana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, Wyo-

ming and of course Texas. At home with any crowd from 20 

to 20,000; Whether it's a banquet dinner at the prestige's 

Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City or a street 

dance for a small town weekend in any-town USA. 

 

WEFT Radio calls Ruthi; "the best bang for the buck in the 

business". 

 

KFLS Radio says "she's the best un-known that we've ever 

known"! 

 

Rooted in America's music, not just country; Old & New 

Rock, Pop, Blues & Line Dancing etc. Whatever the 

genre ... with a touch of French & Spanish as well. A multi 

talented singer. She has the ability to deliver country with 

country style, rock with a rock style and blues with a blues 

style. Her heart throb delivery of a love song brings her au-

diences to tears. 

 

The "Ruthi Experience" is not just one person singing to a 

group, she is a ball of energy exploding with the crowd; 

they love it and they show it by coming back time after 

time! 

Ruthi’s blend of Rock & Upbeat Country offers something 

for everyone.  She’ll dance with you and entertain you at 

the same time, all without missing a beat.    
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 Ruthi performs, on average,  90 to 95 times a season 

and 50% of these are dances.  

 

 Starting from scratch, Ruthi has the ability to create 

an environment that welcomes tourists into a venue 

that in the past had only catered to locals;  she works 

hard to build a crowd and then understands what it 

takes to maintain that crowd for years.  

 

 Ruthi has built a popularity among the dance 

crowds;  she is a dancer and a dance instructor-she is 

a show within a dance.  That is why she has been the 

#1 Booked solo female artist in the Rio Grande Val-

ley for many years. 

 

 Ruthi brings a certain kind of excitement and energy 

to her dances; she absolutely loves what she is doing 

and her audience loves it also. 

 

 She quickly recognizes the skeptic in the crowd,  and  

gently changes their mind and makes a new friend 

and a repeat customer.  (some feel that a woman 

can’t possibly handle a dance crowd by herself, oh 

yea of little faith) 

 

 The “Ruthi Experience” is not just one person sing-

ing to a group, she is a ball of energy exploding with 

the crowd;  they love it and they show it by coming 

back time after time!  





As an entertainer who never rests on past successes, Ruthi Hedge is always perfecting 

her musical skills.  Rarely does she miss a word in any of the more than 750 songs she’s 

committed to memory.  From “old” to “new” country, rock and roll, gospel to blues, 

you’re sure to find some of your favorites sprinkled throughout her repertoire.  This 

year’s fast-paced show is really two shows in one.  Without giving away the surprise, 

just know that Ruthi probably could be diagnosed with multiple personalities.  You’ll 

just have to see it. 

 

Singing from her heart, Ruthi pulls her audiences in with her smooth, captivating style.  

Dancing, singing and intermingling with her “guests” can bring any crowd to its feet to 

join her on the dance floor.  From line dancing enthusiasts to old hearts remembering 

wistful yesterdays in her vintage songs, the “Ruthi Experience” can be contagious. 

(Caution: there is no antidote.) 

 

Entertaining numbers from 20 to 25,000, Ruthi has performed in nearly every venue in-

cluding nightclubs, pubs, saloons, rodeos, banquets and fairs.  Her non-stop show sched-

ule in the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas for the past seven winters has garnered a 

huge following of Winter Texan Fans.  During her most recent 109-day tour, she was the 

solo performer at 94 various dances and shows.  

 

Ruthi has won many female vocalist awards and was a finalist in the Tim McGraw 

Country Idol Contest.  She is a professional in every sense, complete with her own 

sound technician.  From soft and low for a small intimate house to rocking the rafters in 

an arena, Ruthi tailors her performance to her audience.   

 

Considered to be the most energetic talent around, Ruthi’s One Woman Show is one you 

won’t want to miss, but you’ll have to hurry.  When this season is over, so is the current 

offering.  For each of the past seven years, Ruthi has brought a totally new entertainment 

package to the valley, and plans for next year appear to surpass them all!   You won’t be 

disappointed! 

Don’t Miss Ruthi’s One Woman Show 

By Sharon Ramsey 













I have to agree….most bios are one big yawn. “I was born”….ya da ya da.  All of us were born 

somewhere.  A few of the fortunate ones are born knowing where they’re going.  Most of us 

stumble along with a talent or two, thankful if we find a steady path through this journey.  Then 

there are the “star drifters” - a few bright lights racing along with too many talents to zero in on 

what truly makes them happy.  Their bios are fascinating!  With that being said, let me introduce 

you….. 

 

Little Alma Ruth Schmoe of Klamath Falls, Oregon was a designated “Star Drifter.”  With  five 

siblings, it’s difficult to know who you are, but Alma Ruth learned “stuff” - like making her own 

clothes, and playing the piano and the  

accordion.  Alma Ruth’s father, Robert, must have seen the aura that surrounds a Star Drifter 

child as she’s growing up.  Before her birthday, her father asked Alma Ruth what instrument she 

would really like to play.  Without a second throught, she confided her deepest heart’s desire.  

On her 16th birthday, when most girls are asking for clothes, cars, etc.,  Alma Ruth got a Kent 

banjo, not realizing it would be her first link to her life’s passion.  

 

Girls become women, women fall in love, and musical talents are put away with the banjo.  

Sometimes love is forever—sometimes not.  After her ten-year marriage failed, Alma (now Ruthi) 

left Klamath Falls for Morrow Bay, California to live with her grandmother.  It was her first step 

as a Star Drifter.  

 

I believe God puts you where He wants you to be,  and He wanted Ruthi in the theater.  So her 

Grandmother, Gladys, of course, would find an ad for a “dresser” at the theatre in a town close 

by.  Without a clue as to what a “dresser” is, Ruthi, who needed a job, headed for Santa Maria.  

 

The theater was located at Hancock College where “The Sound of Music” was in production.  

Ruthi walked through the door, the Costume Designer took one look at her hip-length hair and 

asked if she knew how to “French Braid”. See? You never know what twists (pardon the pun) in 

life have to offer until you’ve French-braided the hair of seven little girls in the cast! 

 

Suddenly, Ruthi was a “dresser” and on a career path to earning an Associate’s degree with hon-

ors as she continued working in the background of theatre production.  Her success in costuming 

earned her a full invitation to join the design team at the California Institute of Arts where she 

worked toward her Master of Design degree.   

 

It is the destiny of a Star Drifter to make many detours along life’s path.  Hence, the word, 

“Drifter!”  Ruthi fell in love, married a second time, and the newlyweds both went off to war!  

Ruthi, in addition to her other career pursuits, was now a Sergeant in the Army Reserves.  

Ruthi’s and her husband’s units were called up to serve in Desert Storm, and once again, Ruthi’s 

life “readjusted.”  Fulfilling their army duties, the couple returned to California to re-establish 

their lives.  Just a few short weeks later, Ruthi’s life was jolted again by the death of both her 

mother and sister.  While in Klamath Falls to lay her loved ones to rest, Ruthi was involved in a 

terrible car accident and suffered a head injury causing amnesia.  After months of therapy, the 

doctors determined that Ruthi had not lost her memory, only the pathway to it.  Taught how to 

find that pathway again,  Ruthi was back on her Star Drifter road.  (Footnote:  Finding her 

memory would be crucial for a woman who one day would commit over 750 songs to that  

memory!) 
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Returning to what Society considers a “normal” life, Ruthi repeated her last year toward her 

Master of Design degree, moved with her husband, Larry, to North Hollywood and began teach-

ing at Harvard Westlake School,  a high-profile private high school.  During twelve years of 

teaching design students,  Ruthi’s second marriage dissolved, and she was once again on her own.   

 

Now….the story gets really good!  One night at a faculty engagement, Ruthi was singing “Crazy” 

and enjoying every minute of it.  That particular night, the catalyst she needed was sitting in the 

room.  Frank Hedge, a Nostalgia Top Fuel Race Car Owner, had no idea how his life would 

change when he fell in love with that girl on stage.   

 

Frank married Ruthi in 2000.  Ruthi followed Frank’s racing career while Frank continued to 

encourage her to sing.  Eventually, the beloved banjo was side lined.  Because Ruthi’s strongest 

forte’ is working one-on-one with her audience, she felt the banjo was somehow an artificial bar-

rier.  The banjo had been there when she needed it as her first step toward entertaining.  Now 

confident in her voice and her stage presence, she again put the banjo away.   

 

Ruthi’s most favorite performing memory happened during her acapella rendition of the Na-

tional Anthem before 20,000 attendees at a Nostalgia Top Fuel Racing Event in October, 2001.  

The event was held in Bakersfield, California, located near Edwards Air Force Base.  Ten min-

utes prior to Ruthi’s performance, the United States had declared war on Afghanistan.  Just as 

Ruthi(in her Army fatigues) hit her high note, two Saber fighter jets flew directly overhead, leav-

ing vapor trails for miles.  This was a day that Ruthi will never forget, and neither will those 

20,000 drag racers and fans.  Ruthi has sung “The Star Spangled Banner” repeatedly for that 

same Event but made sure they understood she couldn’t always provide fighters in the sky!! 

 

On New Year’s Day, 2004, Ruthi finally put together a small ten-song show and stepped onto the 

stage and into her next career.  From that first knee-knocking performance at the American Le-

gion in El Reno to her continued success in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, Ruthi is always hon-

ing her craft.  Just as she grew from a dresser to a tenured teacher in her design career back-

stage, Ruthi now applies her studied skills onstage where she really belongs. 

 

Sometimes a Star Drifter with too many talents never succeeds in finding happiness.  Little Alma 

Ruth Schmoe of Klamath Falls has finally found her true self.  From Audiences of twenty to 

thousands, Ruthi brings all her life’s lessons to the stage, loving her audiences, sharing her im-

peccable talent and wit with sheer happiness. Our Star Drifter drifts no more….she’s  

Ruthi, the Entertainer, front and center! 
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A few of the places I’ve played! 

Encore Resorts Corporation 

Wilder Resorts Corporation 

Black Hawk Casinos—Sac & Fox 

City of Holdenville, OK 

Western Heritage Museum-OKC, OK  

Mustang Lounge-Weslaco, TX  

Centre Theatre—El Reno, OK 

National Professional Bull Riders Assoc—TX  

Hilton Gardens Inn—Padre Island 

Louie’s Back Yard—Padre Island 

End of the Trail Sports Bar—TX 

Remington Park Casino—OKC, OK 

Running Y Ranch—OR 

The Creamery—OR 

The Oklahoma Centennial Rodeo Opry—OK 


